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Palliative Care 
Research 

infrastructure in 
Wales

Marie Curie Palliative Care Research Centre
• Supportive oncology

• Difficult decisions, VTE, fitness for treatment
• Transitions of care, bereavement
• Clinical trials
• Cancer: Brain, lung, upper GI, prostate
• IPF, MBO, Late effects/RT
• PPI

Wales Cancer Research Centre
• Evidence synthesis
• Care homes
• Service evaluations/modelling
• Public attitudes



Palliative 
care in the 
primary 
setting

Over 500 000 people die each year in the England 
and Wales: 
• 23.6% at home
• 22.0% in care homes
• 46.6% in hospital
• 5.6% in hospices.
• 45.6% in primary care
• The RCGP & Marie Curie national 2015 survey showed that 97% 

of GPs felt that general practice plays a key role in the delivery 
of care to people approaching the end of life, and their families.



Issues in Primary Care

• Out of hours care
• Oncology/specialist interface

• Access to services
• Perceptions of palliative care
• Understanding dying
• Identification of palliative care 

patients
• Support: Financial, carers, 

healthcare professionals

• Cancer as chronic illness
• Non cancer



Palliative care initiatives

Gold standards framework Daffodil standards

Community pharmacy daffodil 
standards 

Macmillan categories of 
care
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Future direction

Research activities will focus on:

• Management of common symptoms in the last months/weeks/days 
of life, and service models to support this, e.g. the role of nurse 
prescribers, medicines management, including de-prescribing

• Lay caregiver support: Anticipatory education on preparing for a 
home death, role-extension (e.g. carer-administration of as-needed 
injectable medication), and evidence-based bereavement support

• Improving awareness, societal expectations, knowledge and 
acceptance of death and dying



Thank you!


